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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. Today's date 

is December 13, 2001. The time is 2:36 p.m. I'm 

Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion New 

York City Fire Department. 

Q. Conducting an interview with? 

A. Christopher Jaronczyk. 

Q. Of Engine Company 236, in regards to the 
events of September 11, 2001. If you would in your own 
words Christopher tell us what happened that day. 

A. Okay. We got relocated after the second 
plane hit from our quarters into Manhattan to Engine 
15. We proceeded to Manhattan, responded to Engine 
15. When we got there we took in a run from the smoke 
in the area. Somewhere down near the Seaport area, we 
took that run in. We got there, we gave a 1033 and 
from there we were instructed to go to World Trade. 

By that time, one of the towers had already 
come down. We proceeded over towards the World Trade. 
We parked the rig, I believe it was on Maiden Street, 
somewhere near Liberty Place. Got out of the rig, 
donned our masks and by that time the second tower had 
come down. This was approximately around 11 a.m. and 
we were about 2 or 3 blocks away. The area was already 


in total darkness from the dust cloud from the first 
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collapse and as we proceeded we heard and felt the 
second collapse and we ducked into an ATM machine to 
let the dust cloud pass by. 

Then we proceeded down to, I believe it was 
Broadway and headed north up to Ann Street and Vesey 
and Park Place near City Hall. There was a makeshift 
command center. We were there for about 20 minutes 
awaiting orders. We were by then ordered to go down to 
World Trade, in front of 2 World Trade Center to start 
doing whatever we could, either searching for victims 
or survivors. 

As far as seeing any bodies, we didn't see 
anything. We didn't see -- we saw other firemen, but 
we didn't see any other trapped firemen. We didn't see 
anybody really in need of help. We pretty much 
concentrated our efforts on the corner of Trinity Place 
and Liberty. We were putting out small fires, 
searching buildings, the adjacent buildings, for any 
signs of life. We really didn't see anything. 

That pretty much proceeded throughout the 
whole day for us. It was very -- visibility was very 
low for most of the day due to the dust cloud and of 
course, our eyes were all watery because of that. 


Breathing was very difficult. We just proceeded to, 
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you know, we tried to get around the perimeter of the 
whole area. We really couldn't get down towards West 
Street because it was all blocked by debris. So we 
concentrated most of our efforts, like I said, near 
Liberty and Trinity. 

However, we did make it down to West Street. 
We weren't able to go north on West Street because like 
I said, all the debris. That's about it. We really 
didn't see other companies. We saw lots of other 
firemen, but we didn't see any trapped firemen. We 
weren't able to rescue any. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. Great Chris, 


thanks. That concludes the interview, it's 2:41 


p.m. 


